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5,400 projects

4

WE’VE COMPLETED OVERGENERATED OVER AND CREATED ACCESS TO OVER

Tr u s t  fo r  Pu b l i c  L a n d  C h a n ge s  L i ve s

parks, trails, schoolyards, 
and iconic outdoor places

$110B
parks, open space, and 
climate resilience

4 million acres
of public land

in state and 
local funding for
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C o n s e r v a t i o n  F u n d i n g  i n  C o l o ra d o  
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Ke y  I n g re d i e n t s  fo r  C o n s e r v a t i o n  F u n d i n g

Elected Leadership

Demonstrable 
Need, Benefit, RiskCommunity Support
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C r i t i c a l  S t e p s  fo r  a  S u c c e s s f u l  B a l l o t  M e a s u re

Campaign 

Initiative 
Petition or 

Referendum 
or 

Legislation 

Ballot 
Language

Public 
Opinion 
Survey

Feasibility 
Research

Community 
Engagement

Outcome: generate the public funding 
communities need for climate resiliency



David Weinstein – Bozeman, MT david.weinstein@tpl.org
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Great Outdoors Colorado



through Landscape 
Resilience

Chaffee Common Ground: Addressing Landscape Challenges for the Community
Chaffee County Commissioner Greg Felt





Healthy forests, waters & 
wildlife

Sustainable agriculture & 
rural landscapes

… in balance with growth 
in outdoor recreation





Conservation finance measure
• 0.25% sales tax

• Forest Health & Wildfire 
Resiliency

• Sustainable Agriculture

• Recreation Impacts 
Management

• Commitment to leveraging 
our investment



g g 
Community 
Investment• $9.2M leveraged to $36M in value 

• Grants to 40+ local groups for 70 
different programs and projects

• 60% for Forest Health, 32% for 
Sustainable Ag and 10% for Rec 
Management





Colorado River 
District

Melissa Wills, Community 
Funding Partnership Program 
Manager



The Colorado River District was formed in 
1937 to lead in the protection, conservation, 
use, and development of the water resources 

and; 
To safeguard for Colorado all waters of the 

Colorado River to which the state is entitled. 



Infrastructure





Infrastructure

In 2018, three key issues 
came to light:

• Declining tax revenue 
from the energy industry

• Revenue ratcheting down 
due to the Taxpayer’s Bill 
of Rights 

• The Gallagher 
Amendment’s reduction in 
assessment rates 

Financial 
challenges



In July 2020, the Colorado River 
District’s Board of Directors adopted 
a resolution to ask voters in 
November to support a property tax 
increase to 0.5 mills. 

To ultimately….. debruce and create 
a grant program



“Shall the …Colorado River District taxes be increased by 
an amount up to $4,969,041 in 2021 (which increases 

amounts to approximately $1.90 in 2021 for every 
$100,000 in residential home value)…… by: 

- Fighting to keep water on west slope
- Protect adequate water supplies for west slope farmers 

and ranchers; 
- Protecting sustainable drinking water supplies for West 

Slope Communities; and 
- Protecting fish, wildlife, and recreation by maintaining 

river levels and water quality;……”

2020 Ballot Initiative Language 



Infrastructure







$4.2 Million 
Annually



Watershed health and water quality

Productive agriculture Conservation and efficiency

Infrastructure

Healthy rivers



Community Funding 
Partnership

Over $22.4 million
125+ projects

Leveraging over
$93 million

For West Slope Water
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